E-Tip December 2004

Making a List? Check It Twice

“He’s making a list and checkin’ it twice.” 

Did you ever wonder how Santa punctuates his Christmas list? Probably not. But “checkin’ it twice” is a good idea . . . for Santa and for writers. 

(1) Since this Santa is a bit pushed for time, he opted to go light on punctuation. 

Three-year-old Ryan wants the following:


basketball


camping set


bicycle


puppy 

Omitting punctuation after the colon is permissible, if the items complete the sentence and are not sentences within themselves.

(2) Kaylynn’s wish list required explanations. 

Five-year-old Kaylynn told me that 

(1) her baby brother, Corley, wants a puppy, but he can’t talk so she is telling me for him; 

(2) her big brother, Jacob, wants a laptop computer, but he doesn’t believe in Santa so Dad will have to buy it;

(3) her daddy wants peace on earth, but only Jesus can bring that;


(4) her mother wants one hour of peace and quiet, but she doubts she’ll get it. 

In the above example, punctuation is used throughout. Because the items are part of a complex sentence, each one starts with lower case.

If the numbers are not needed for future reference, bullets can be used instead of numbers. 

(3) This Santa wrote his list in paragraph form.

Kari wants a Barbie scooter, a sleeping bag and backpack set, a princess dress, a Barbie laptop, and a set of tea dishes.

Santa could number or letter the items in Kari’s list. 

Kari wants (1) a Barbie scooter, (2) a sleeping bag and backpack set, (3) a princess dress, (4) a Barbie laptop, and (5) a set of tea dishes.

Kari wants (a) a Barbie scooter, (b) a sleeping bag and backpack set, (c) a princess dress, (d) a Barbie laptop, and (e) a set of tea dishes.

Note that plain font numbers are enclosed in parentheses. When letters are used, the letters and parentheses are italicized.

Punctuating a list, even a simple list, can get complicated. At this Christmas season, your mind is already cluttered with too many lists. So let’s stop here and condense this information into one simple rule. 

Whether you opt to keep it light or detailed, be consistent. 

(Oops! Make that two rules.) Check it twice!

Merry Christmas from Word Aflame Publications.

