A RIGHT TO HAVE RELATIONSHIP

By Dennis Burns

ICE BREAKER

Who is your favorite relative? Most everyone has a favorite aunt, uncle, or grandparent that you looked forward to visiting while growing up. What about that person or visits made him or her your favorite?
What kinds of relationship are most important to you? Is the relationship you have with your spouse or children any more important than the relationships you maintain with fellow workers, bosses, neighbors, or casual acquaintances? Any relationship, no matter with whom, must be first of all Christ-centered. If Christ is not the center of all our relationships, these relationships are doomed for failure from the start.

WHERE DOES RELATIONSHIP BEGIN?

Genesis 4:3-9, New King James Version
3 And in the process of time it came to pass that Cain brought an offering of the fruit of the ground to the LORD. 

4 Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat. And the LORD respected Abel and his offering, 

5 but He did not respect Cain and his offering. And Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell. 

6 So the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen? 

7 If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin lies at the door. And its desire is for you, but you should rule over it.” 

8 Now Cain talked with Abel his brother; and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother and killed him. 

9 Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” He said,” I do not know. Am I my brother’s keeper?”

· The importance of right relationship has been clear from the beginning of history. What was unique about the relationship of Cain and Abel? Cain and Abel were the first two brothers on the earth, born to Adam and Eve after their expulsion from the Garden of Eden.
· What was the basis of the tension between Cain and Abel? Cain was jealous of God’s acceptance of Abel’s offering, for the Lord had rejected the offering of Cain.
· Did the Lord simply ignore Cain because his offering was unacceptable? No, the Lord did not ignore Cain, but counseled him, “If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin lies at the door.”
· What was Cain’s reaction to the counsel of the Lord? Cain walked with his brother in the field where he committed the first murder.
· When the Lord inquired of Cain as to the whereabouts of his brother, what familiar answer did he give to the Lord? Cain answered the Lord with a line that has remained a favorite of mankind through the ages to try to excuse his lack of care and love for his fellow man.
AM I REALLY MY BROTHER’S KEEPER?

Galatians 6:1-2, NKJV
1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted. 

2 Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.

· Is it important for us to have the depth of relationship with brothers and sisters in Christ to be able to recognize when they are struggling? Paul admonished the body of Christ to recognize when a fellow believer is overtaken in a fault and in a spiritual manner restore that person with a gentle spirit. 
· What caution did Paul give to believers regarding their responsibility to restore a fellow believer? He cautioned them to approach this responsibility in a non-judgmental manner lest they be swept into the same temptation.
· What is the fulfillment of the law of Christ? The fulfillment of the law of Christ is to “bear one another’s burdens.”
Romans 12:9-10, NKJV
9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good. 

10 Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another;

· What should characterize our love for our brothers and sisters in Christ? Our love is to be without hypocrisy; our love is to be pure and true, not self-centered.
· How is this relationship of pure love exhibited in our life? We exhibit pure love by being kindly affectionate to one another, honoring one another, and preferring one another. 
· What is challenging about this aspect of relationship? Human nature causes us to be self-centered and prefer meeting our own needs above those of others. But God calls for us to live in relationship with fellow believers in a way that honors service over self-centeredness.
A RIGHT TO A LOVING HUSBAND/WIFE RELATIONSHIP

Ephesians 5:21-24, NKJV
21 submitting to one another in the fear of God.
22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 

23 For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body. 

24 Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything. 

· Did Paul suggest that the wife should live in servitude to her husband? No. Paul first stated that we all are to submit to one another. 
· What does it mean then for the man to be the head of the wife, and the wives to be subject to their husbands in everything? Paul was acknowledging the spiritual leadership role and responsibility of a husband for his wife and family. 
Ephesians 5:25-33, NKJV
25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 

26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 

27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. 

28 So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself. 

29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church. 

30 For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones. 

31 “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.”   

32 This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church. 

33 Nevertheless let each one of you in particular so love his own wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.

· What are the two key principles of Ephesians 5:25 concerning relationship between Christ and His church and between husband and wife? The key principles are 1. that a husband love his wife as Christ loved the church, and 2. that a husband give himself for his wife as Christ gave Himself for the church. The keys to successful relationships both with Christ and between husbands and wives are loving and giving.
· How is the husband to love his wife? The husband is to love his wife as his own body. Paul reminded believers that no one ever hated his own flesh, but he nourishes and cherishes his own body.
· What does a husband’s genuine love for his wife tend to cultivate within his wife? When a husband expresses genuine, selfless love for his wife, it tends to cultivate in her respect for him.
A RIGHT TO RELATIONSHIP WITH OUR CHILDREN

Ephesians 6:1-4, NKJV
1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 

2 "Honor your father and mother," which is the first commandment with promise: 

3 "that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth." 

4 And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord. 

· What is the command given to children? Paul commanded children to obey their parents.
· What is the first commandment ever given with a promise attached to it? Paul quoted from Deuteronomy 5:16: “Honor your father and mother,” which involved the proper relationship between parents and children.
· What is the responsibility of the parents in this relationship, especially as Paul commanded the fathers? Paul commanded fathers not to provoke their children to wrath, but to train and admonish them in the Lord’s ways, which also is important for mothers to observe.
A RIGHT TO RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD

Deuteronomy 11:1, NKJV
1 "Therefore you shall love the LORD your God, and keep His charge, His statutes, His judgments, and His commandments always.

Mark 12:29-30

29 And Jesus answered him, the first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord:

30 And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment.

· What is the greatest commandment given to mankind? The greatest commandment ever given to mankind defines the basis of relationship with God: to love the Lord and keep His commandments.
· How did Jesus reinforce this great commandment of relationship between God and mankind? He reinforced the great commandment by reminding us to love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength.

CLOSING CHORUS

I want to live the way He wants me to live.

I want to give until there’s just no more to give.

I want to love, love till there’s just no more love.

I could never out love the Lord.
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