A RIGHT TO MINISTRY

By Dennis Burns

ICE BREAKER

Do you recall a time when you felt the Lord speak to your heart to do something for someone and you did it not caring if they ever knew who did it, but you did it as unto the Lord? As you share these accounts, do not share names or specifics about the incident.

Webster’s New World Dictionary of the American Language College Edition defines minister as, “A person acting for another as his agent, and carrying out his orders or designs. Any person or thing thought of as serving as the agent of some power, or force.”
A minister is one who carries out the desires of another; does not operate under his own set of rules, but carries out the desires of another; serves with the authority and power of a higher force at his command. It is important to observe in this definition also that while a minister operates from a position of power and authority, still he is simply a servant.

HOW JESUS SAW THOSE WHO WOULD MINISTER

Matthew 20:26-28, New King James Version
26 Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant.
27 And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave—
28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many."
· What example of ministry did Jesus give to us? If you are going to minister like Jesus did, you will be a servant. 
Matthew 23:11-12, NKJV

11 But he who is greatest among you shall be your servant.
12 And whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.

Mark 9:33-35, NKJV

33 Then He came to Capernaum. And when He was in the house He asked them, "What was it you disputed among yourselves on the road?"
34 But they kept silent, for on the road they had disputed among themselves who would be the greatest.
35 And He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, "If anyone desires to be first, he shall be last of all and servant of all."
· What does Jesus expect of leaders in His kingdom? It is clear that Jesus expects those who would lead in the kingdom of God to be humble and to be servants. 
· What had the disciples been quietly arguing about amongst themselves thinking Jesus did not know of their bickering? They were fighting over who would be the greatest in the kingdom of God, who would have the greatest ministry and be looked to as the most influential of all the disciples.
· How did Jesus answer their desire to exalt themselves? Jesus told them, “If anyone desires to be first, he shall be last of all and servant of all.”
JESUS’ EXAMPLE OF THIS SERVANT STYLE OF MINISTRY

Philippians 2:5-8, NKJV

5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 

6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 

7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 

8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.

· What did Paul mean when he wrote, “who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God”? Paul was recognizing Jesus’ true and rightful state as God manifested in the flesh.
· Though Jesus was God, how did He manifest Himself on earth? Jesus emptied Himself of His heavenly reputation and took on the form of a servant. 
· Where did this servant-style ministry lead Jesus? He humbled Himself and was obedient unto death on the cross.
PAUL’S PREPARATION FOR MINISTRY AND THE DEFINING OF HIS PURPOSE OF MINISTRY

Ephesians 6:18-20, NKJV

18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints—
19 and for me, that utterance may be given to me, that I may open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel,
20 for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.
· For whom did Paul make a prayer request? He asks the Ephesians to pray for him.
· For what did he ask them to pray in his behalf? He asked them to pray that he would be able to effectively utter and proclaim the gospel boldly. 
· How did Paul see his role in ministry? Paul saw himself as “an ambassador in chains.” Paul defined his right to ministry as an ambassador of Christ as giving himself without reservation to doing whatever pleased God.
THE CALL OF GOD IS OUR RIGHT AND OBLIGATION TO MINISTRY
Matthew 28:19-20, NKJV

19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen. 

Luke 10:1-3

1 After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place, whither he himself would come.

2 Therefore said he unto them, The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth labourers into his harvest.

3 Go your ways: behold, I send you forth as lambs among wolves.

· Was it the intent of Jesus to leave this world and for His ministry to end? Clearly, the intent of Jesus was for ministry to continue after His ascension.
· How are we to minister to others? Matthew 28:19 reveals that we are to “go and make disciples.” Clearly, the Lord is depending on His disciples to go and carry on His ministry.
Matthew 13:3-8, NKJV

3 Then He spoke many things to them in parables, saying: “Behold, a sower went out to sow.  

4 And as he sowed, some seed fell by the wayside; and the birds came and devoured them.  

5 Some fell on stony places, where they did not have much earth; and they immediately sprang up because they had no depth of earth.  

6 But when the sun was up they were scorched, and because they had no root they withered away.  

7 And some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up and choked them.  

8 But others fell on good ground and yielded a crop: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.  

· Who is the sower in this parable? The sower represents believers operating in their right to ministry.
· Are we always going to have complete success in our efforts? No, as the parable reveals, not all the seed falls on productive ground where it can grow. But other seed will fall on good ground and will produce.
· What then is our responsibility in our right to ministry? Our responsibility is to sow the seeds of truth through our godly lifestyle, our witness, and our friendships.
CLOSING CHORUS

If You can use anything, Lord, You can use me.

If You can use anything, Lord, You can use me.

Take my hands, Lord, take my feet.

Touch my heart, Lord, speak to me.

If You can use anything, Lord, You can use me.
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