





POWer of the Word

Bible Memorization

Ask the children to find Ephesians 6:10 in their Bibles. Encourage them to
help one another. Those with Bibles should share with those without Bibles.
Read the verse together. “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and
in the power of his might.”

How do we build strong, healthy bodies?

How do we become “strong in the Lord”?

Pastor Scott Graham told about visiting a museum where he saw
several sets of various sizes of armor for children. He asked the guide
why children needed armor since they did not go into battle. The guide
replied that the children wore armor to strengthen them so they could
carry the weight of the armor when they were grown. It was like a
weight lifter who starts with light weights and gradually increases them
to build his strength.

Why was Nolan not wearing his armor? At this point, Nolan could
interact with the children about how heavy his armor is and how weak he is.
How could he build up his strength? Responses. As squires we build our
strength in the Lord by memorizing Bible verses. The more of God’s
Word we learn, the stronger we become “in the Lord and in the power
of his might.”

Let the children take turns lifting the weights. As a child lifts a weight, he
reads/quotes aloud the phrase taped to the weight.

Spirit Generator

Lead the children in singing a worship chorus.

Jesus’ Temptation

Who is our enemy? The devil.

What is our POWer line? Wave the pennant. We are at war with the
devil. Response. That was pretty weak. Listen up, squires. We are in
training to defend the kingdom of God against our enemy, the devil.
Little puny, weak-kneed cowards can’t overcome the devil. Let’s say the
POWer line like we mean it. We are at war with the devil! Repeat it
several times until the children become passionate about overcoming the devil.

For forty days Jesus had been alone in the wilderness surrounded
by rocks, wild animals, and bushes. For forty days He had not had a bite
to eat.

Nolan, what is the longest you have ever gone without food?
Response. Discuss with Nolan how it feels to fast. Emphasize the weakness that
accompanies fasting.

After forty days without food Jesus was weak, very weak.

Satan had been watching from the sidelines. “Ah-ha!” he said. “See how
weak Jesus is. Now is the time to attack Him. I am sure I can whip Him.”

If you have been fasting for forty days, what would you want more
than anything? Response.

So Satan came to Jesus and started working on Jesus’ imagination. ‘Just
imagine how good a slice of hot bread with butter would taste right now?
Remember that bread Your mother used to bake? Can’t you smell it?”

Then Satan said, “If You really are the Son of God, like You say You
are, just turn these rocks into bread.” Show rock and a loaf of fresh bread.
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Could Jesus have turned a rock into a loaf of bread? Response.
Certainly. Jesus is God. He can do anything. But Jesus is not going to do
anything that Satan tells Him to do. The devil wanted Jesus to use His
power selfishly. Jesus never did that. He always used His power to help
others.

Jesus may have been weak in His body, but inside He was . . . (ask the
children to repeat the rest of the memory verse with you) “. . . strong in the
Lord and in the power of his might.” Fasting had made Jesus super-
strong in the Lord.

Wave the pennant. We are at war with the devil!

Jesus was ready to fight. Pick up your Bible. He threw the Word of God
at Satan. He quoted a Bible verse. “It is written, Man shall not live by
bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”

Ouch! That hurt the devil. Nothing hurts Satan worse than the Word
of God. He moaned and groaned, but he stood his ground. He wasn’t
ready to give up the battle.

So again he worked on Jesus’ imagination. They stood high on the
top of the Temple in Jerusalem. Satan said, “If You are the Son of God
like You say, jump off this Temple. What are You afraid of? Doesn’t God’s
Word say that the angels will catch You and keep You from being hurt?”

Could Jesus have jumped off the Temple and not been hurt? Of
course. Jesus is God. He can do anything. But He is not going to do any-
thing that Satan tells him to do. Satan wanted Jesus to show off. But
Jesus is not a show-off. He never used His power to show off.

Wave the pennant. We are at war with the devil!

Jesus was ready to fight. What was He going to use against the devil?
Pick up your Bible. So again He threw a Bible verse at the devil. “It is
written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.”

Ouch! That hurt old Satan. He knew that Jesus was God. He knew
that he shouldn’t be tempting God, but he wasn’t ready to give up the
fight yet.

So once again he worked on Jesus’ imagination. They went up onto
a high mountain and Satan showed Jesus all the kingdoms of the world
that the devil controlled—all the riches, all the people, all the power. “If
You will worship me, I'll give all these things to You.”

Satan knew that if Jesus ever bowed to him, Satan would be in control
of everything. Oh, how Satan wanted Jesus to obey him. Do you think
Jesus is going to obey the devil? Of course not.

Wave the pennant. We are at war with the devil!

Jesus had about enough of Satan, so what do you think Jesus did?
Pick up your Bible. Right. He threw another Bible verse at him. He said,
“Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord
thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.”

Ouch! That hurt! Satan knew there was only one God and no one
should worship anyone but that one God. Three hard hits, three verses
from God’s Word, was all Satan could stand. He obeyed Jesus and got
out of there.

When Jesus was under attack from the devil, He used His sword, the
Word of God, to send the devil running. We can do the same.

Invitation and Prayer
Nolan comes to the front and interacts with the teacher.
Noan:  So that’s how we fight the devil with the Word of God?
TeacHer: Right.
NoaN  Even though we can’t see him, the devil can hear the Word of God?
TeacHer: Right.



Notan  (thoughtfully) And the devil tempts us just like he tempted Jesus.
TEACHER: (puzzled) To turn rocks into bread?

NoaNn  Of course not. You know that. Satan tempts us to be selfish, to
show off, and to obey him, instead of God’s Word.

TeacHer: That’s great, Nolan. You got the message.

NoaN  (puts thumbs in his armpits and puffs out his chest) | know! I’'m
pretty smart.

TeacHer: Uh-oh. Stop right there. Watch it. The devil is tempting you to be
proud.

NoLaN  Oh my. Quick, Teacher. Give me a Bible verse | can throw at him.

TEACHER: (thoughtful) Hmmm . . . here’s one. James 4:7. Repeat after me.
(Nolan repeats after the teacher.) “Submit yourselves therefore to
God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”

NoAN  (looks around fearfully) Is he gone?

TeAcHER: Yes, he is, but he will be back. Remember (waves pennant) we
are at war with the devil.

Noan  Then I'd better start exercising. | want to be “strong. . . .” Help
me, kids. The children join in quoting the memory verse. “Strong
in the Lord, and in the power of his might.”

Conclude this session by inviting the children to gather around the front to
pray that the Lord will help them grow strong in Him so they can overcome the
enemy.

Review

Line the squires up and take their pictures. Tell them that the photos will be
displayed during this series. Their pictures will be taken again when they are
knighted as a Knight of the Kingdom.

If possible divide the children into small groups of six to eight students with
a teacher in each group. Give each student a Knight in Training Handbook cover
and page 1 of the handbook. Allow students to color the cover. Let students fill
out the chart and discuss the questions on page 1. Guide the discussion to help
children understand that we are in a battle against the devil. Try to get
responses from the children about battles they may be facing.
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Fill out the chart below to see
how you can start following the
Knights Code of Conduct today.

Respectful | Helpful Faithful Truthful

At home

/A school

AT church)

As Knighrts of the Kingdem, whe are we bartling?
What dees he look like?
Whar weapen did Jesus use against him?
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